The Rebirth of a

EJen

30 MARCH 2023 www.FLORIDASPORTSMAN.com

“Sloppy Joa" Russall (center) and Emest Hemingway (right) pose
witha blise marlin=the catch of the day in Havana Harbor.
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BY STEVE DOUGHERTY

lMAG[N the year 1934. With rum flow-
ing, locals tell tales of myste-

nous shadows massive in size casually craising the blue
water just affshore of Key West. Prohibition was over,
and Sloppy Joe’s was a popular spot to imbibe and harp
on giant fish hooked only to steal hundreds of yards of
thread line on initial runs that no existing tackle could
tame. But times were changing.

Ernest Hemingway, the icon-
ic writer of American fiction, had a
profound effect on the burgeoning
sportfishing industry and many of his
contributions ta the advancement of
big game fishing occurred aboard his
38-foot Wheeler, Pilar.

In the "30s Hemingway was still a

n safari he made a stop in New

York to visit with Amold Gingrich, the founding edi-
tor of Esquire magazine. Papa's first story for Gingrich,
Mardin off the Marro: A Caban Letter, was printed in the:
magazine’s inaugural issue, and shortly thereafier he bar-
gained a $3,000 advance for future editorials. Heming-
way went straight to the Wheeler Shipyard Corporation
to put a deposit on a new fishing baat.
Arguably the most identifisble
and iconic sportfishing vessel of il
time, Pilar was Emest Hemingway's
true love of his lifc. He fished her
through three wives, and the Nobel
Prize, and inspired many new gen
erations of anglers by populariz-
ing modern sportfishing. Marketed
by the Wheeler Shipyard Corpora-
tion of Brooklyn, New York, as the
38 foot Playmate line, the twin cab
n design with its six-cylinder, 75-hp

Emest Hemingway in the cabin
of his famous fishing vessel,
Pilar, cirea 1950 (above). With
mmmhnﬁiﬂlnd
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rounding Bimini before moving to
Cuba in 1940. His Finc
idence on the outskirts of Havana

now acts as : um and is the fi-
nal resting place for Pilar, which
sits on dry land and is in a constant
battle against tropical weather and

ing away at her once

preparation of building an exact ——— . !
. c Dl Bristling with technology, but on-brand for Hemingway, Legend is an authentic
a living legend of Pilar
lu( h & b%, dvof ek : | re-creation supervised by the original builder's great-grandson.
arking the rebirth of the brand,

the formation of Wheeler Yacht Compa tarted the next the concept while still pn. serving its legacy w
chapter in the legac ince Hemingwa 5huulde1
took Pilar from Miami to Key West, and more than 50 years

to build an old boat with J.I.l lhr modern technol
outside, from the waterline up, it looks ex y
perfect copy of Pilar—including the port
helm and starboard bench where Hemin, 3
ull form diffe:
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When you're safely making your way to a new spot before dawn, tying '
bait when the dark clouds roll in and hauling all the day’s fish and gear

back home after dark, Streamlight's innovative and rugged lighting

tools prepare you for great adventures on the water and beyond.
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tion of chines and the absence of a skeg. “The hull took a year
to design. One thing we had to change was to make the bot-
tom a planing hull instead of a displacement hull, which forc-
: es you to be at 12 or 13 knots. This
TheRebirthofa

boat, with twin Yanmar 370-hp turbo
Legend diesels, Seakeeper 3 and Zipwake sys-
tem weighs 20,600 pounds and can do
30 knots. So, when people recognize it as an old boat, but see
it going fast, it makes it very unusual,” says Wes Wheeler.

Wes' vision to build a modern wooden boat led him to
Steve White, owner of Brooklin Boat Yard in Brooklin,
Maine. White is another distinguished son of the wooden
boatbuilding tradition. Wheeler met him in the Florida Keys
at the Ocean Reef Club's Vintage Weekend.

“I've been working at the yard now full-time since 1978. It
is where [ grew up,” White says. “My father had a different
vision of the yard and when [ started, we only had 7 people
working for us. We've grown to about 65 people now and I'm
very proud [ was chosen for the Legend project.”

Capturing the famous silhouette with classic lines from a
bygone era, Legend is a thoroughly modern and exciting ves-
sel. “We went with a cold-molded hull,” says White. “It is Af-

T

ATASTE OF KEY WEST

rican mahogany from two trees, multiple layers of %-inch
marine plywood, laid double diagonal and with an outer
sheathing of fiberglass laminated with a West System epoxy,
all vacuum bagged. The rest of the boat as you see it now is
more traditionally built, except that everything is glued to-
gether with epoxy. When they were built in the day, they
were sawn and fastened together with mechanical fasteners
only, they were not glued. This provides a great advantage to
us for strength, rigidity, and stiffness.”

Legend is a well-researched reproduction of the clas-
sic Downeast-style yacht with Hemingway’s famous,
black-painted hull harkening back to the days of prohibi-
tion and attempts to sneak up on German U-boats under the
cloak of darkness. Comprising an elegant, varnished mahog-
any pilothouse and cabin sides, the modernized helm features
a Garmin MFD, but also delivers a period-correct compass,
and a new steering wheel that was cast from an original 1934
Wheeler Playmate.

Inside, however, it is very different. Hemingway would not
recognize the interior of this boat, but I think he would thor-
oughly enjoy it. Pilar had forward bunks, an alcohol stove, an
icebox in the galley, and a very simple format.

“We worked with Martha Coolidge in design-
ing the interior,” says Wes’ wife Marianne. “What
we needed was storage and the feeling down below
of what Hemingway would want today to entertain
his friends. The concept of the cushions and colors
and things was based on a 1930s men’s suit. So, you
see the windowpane plaid, and the leather mixed
with some softness as well.”

It's a masculine and retro look with the interi-
or featuring two armchairs along the starboard
side facing an L-shaped set-
tee and pedestal table with
the Wheeler marquee brand-

KEY WEST @/

Find the spirit of
Hemingway at the
Papa's Pilar rum
distillery on the
cornerof Greene
and Simonton
streets.

SPRING IN KEY WEST delivers world-class fishing opportunities at every
depth. Target pelagicsoffshore, snapper and ather bottom dwellers around
themany reefs and wrecks, or challenge yourself to a prestigious flats
slam, thenregister your catch with the Key West Fishing Tournament. This
8-month competition began December 1 and will conclude July 31. With its
unique format and free entry, open to the publicwhether fishing froma
boat, land, or bridge, the popular tournament has four angler divisions—
men, women, junior,and peewee, Anglersineach division vie for the heavi-
estof 33 speciesin 9 different line classes. There are also three artificial
divisions for spin, plug, and fly. Other awards recognize the most

of

ed in mahogany. A TV that
looks like framed art, a stain-
less galley with a Sub-Zero
fridge, a walk-in head, and

a queen berth rather than
bunks give Legend modern
comforts that counter the
utilitarian layout Heming-
way was accustomed to.

barracuda, blue marlin, bonefish, dolphin, permit, sailfish, and tarpon. Visit

www.key com for

Splashed in 2020, Legend
has almost 6,000 miles un-
der her cold-molded hull.
After the lengthy design and
engineering process, it took

- Brooklin Boat Yard about a year and over 17,000
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man-hours to build hull No. 1.

“We've taken her from Maine to Key West,” says
Wheeler. “She lives in Hilton Head, South Car-
olina, and at some point we are going to Bimini,
where Hemingway grew a great passion for fishing
and rum, and then Havana when the time is right,
We've met the commodore at the Hemingway Ma-
rina, and he’s invited us back. It would be the first
time in 80 years or more that a boat that looked like
Pilar had entered Havana Harbor.” FS
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